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Martepuans! Il MexayHapoaHoi paboyeii BCTpeuun no peabunutauum n peuHTPOAYKLMK KPYMHbIX XWLLHBIX MIIEKONUTaoLWmX

OCHOBHbIE NMPUHLUUMbI U 3TAMMbI NOANOTOBKU NEONAPIOA (PANTHERA
PARDUS TULLIANA VALENCIENNES, 1856) K CAMOCTOSATENIbHOW XXU3HWU
B ECTECTBEHHOW CPE[E

CeméHosB Y.A.

DI'BY «Couunckuii nayuonanwhvii napky, Couu, Poccus

MeTtoauka OATOTOBKY JIEONAP/IOB K CaMOCTOSITENILHOM JKU3HU B Ipupose B «LleHTpe Boccra-
HOBJIeHU Jeonapaa Ha KaBkaze» COYMHCKOrO HAIMOHAIBHOTO MapKa MpeyCMaTpUBaeT psii IpH-
€MOB M METOIOB pabOThl C MOJOIBIMU XHUIIHMKAMU B COOTBETCTBHE C JTallaMH HMX B3POCICHHSI.
TenepanbHO# cTpaterueii paboThl ¢ KOTSATAMHM, SBISCTCS MPUHIUI HCKYCCTBCHHOW CTHUMYJISIIH
€CTECTBEHHBIX MHCTHHKTOB. JTO CTAHOBHUTCSI BO3MOKHBIM TOJIBKO TIPH YCIOBHH MHHHMAJIBHOTO
NPHUCYTCTBUS YEJIOBEKA B 30HE 3PUTEIBHBIX KOHTAKTOB 3Bepei M COTPYAHHKOB. UTOOBI CBECTH K
MHHHUMYMY 3TH KOHTAKThI, @ COBEPILICHHO UCKIIFOUUTD UX HE MPEJICTABISCTCS BO3MOXHBIM (KOpMJIe-
HUE, BaKLUHALYSA, JIeYeHHe), paboTa OpUEHTHPOBAHA HA JIBE COCTABIIAIOIINE: IIEPBOE — BHIHYK/ICH-
HBIIf KOHTAKT KOTEHKA C YETIOBEKOM JIOJDKEH OCTaBaThCS B €0 MaMSITH aCCOLUPYSICH CO CTPECCOM U
0071610 (OTIIOB 1 YKOIT), BTOPOE — HHPPACTPYKTYpa BOIbEP TOJDKHA MPEyCMaTPUBATh BOSMOYKHOCTD
CTYNEHYATON M30JISIIMK XUIHUKOB TIPH MPOBEICHUH Pa3IMIHBIX Mpouenyp (yOopka, peMOHTHBIC
paboThl, OpraHu3aLys U NPoBeIeHNE HHANBUAYAIbHBIX YIe€OHbIX 0X0T). Clemys 3TOMY MPUHIMITY
IIporpamMma MoAr0TOBKH JIEONAp/IOB K BhITYCKy B LIeHTpe pa3jeneHa Ha HECKOJIBKO 3TaIloB.

IlepBblii aTan BKIIIOYAET POXKACHUE KOTST U PAHHUI OHTOT€HE3 /10 Bo3pacTa 4 MecsIeB, Korna
MIPOXO/AT BaKIMHAIIMY TIPUILIONA U MX IEPBBIH KOHTAKT C YEJIIOBEKOM. 311€Ch ITPUOPUTETOM SIB-
JISIETCsl co37aHue KOM(MOPTHBIX YCIOBUH A1s caMKi. C IByXMECSIYHOTO BO3PACTa KOTAT B PallioOH
MaTrepy BKIIOYAETCs KUBOU KOPM, B TOM YHCIIE TOCPEACTBOM HCIIOIb30BAHUS JJIEMEHTOB 00ora-
HICHUs CpeAbl — UCKYCCTBECHHBIX HOP, YTO 3HAYUTCIIbHO YCIIOXKHACT UX )106LI‘{y " aKTUBU3UPYCT
y CaMKH CIEKTP OXOTHHYBHMX PEaKLUi, MPUUEM KOJIMYECTBO OOBEKTOB OXOTHI BCEIJa HA OIHY
€/IMHUILY MEHbIIIE, YeM KOJIMYECTBO JICOIap/I0B.

Bropoii aTam HaYMHAETCS MO JOCTHKEHHH KOTSATaMH MONHBIX 4 MecsIeB, KOria OHH BMECTe C
MaTepHIO TIEPEBOATCS B CEKTOP MOJTOTOBKH K BEIITYCKY, COCTOSIIHN 13 12 BOIBEpOB, 6 U3 KOTOPBIX
B cpenreM 1o 1 ra u 6 1o 100 M2 DTOT KOMILIEKC XOPOIIIO OCHAIIEH CHCTEMaMH BUICOHAOITIOICHUS
(196 Bunmeokamep) u dIEMEHTAMH YIPaBICHUS IporeccaMu (22 mepenyckHbIX Mmubepa), 4To IMmo-
3BOJIET OPraHU3alUI0 YUEOHBIX OXOT IIPOBOAUTH AUCTAHLIMOHHO. Jlo Bo3pacTa 16 MecsIeB KoTsiTa
3[1eCh HAXOAMUTCS C MaTepblo, puuéM B nieprof ¢ 13 1o 16 mecsues, oHa OTAeNseTCs OT MPUILIoAa
Ha BO3pACTAIOIINe MIPOMEKYTKH BpeMeHH. [Ipu 5ToM, y HHX COXpaHSETCs] BO3BMOXKHOCTD TaKTHIIb-
HBIX KOHTAKTOB Uepe3 CETKY, UTO MPEICTAaBISIETCS YPE3BEIYAHHO BAXKHBIM TSI CTAOMIBHOTO TICHXO-
JIOTHYECKOTO COCTOSIHUSI MOJIOZIBIX 0co0eii. B maHHbIi nepuost ceMeitHas rpyrima mocTerneHHo MoJl-
HOCTBIO NIEPEBOAATCS Ha KOPMIICHHE NTOCPEICTBOM IIPOBEACHHS OXOT B Hauajie BMECTE C MaTephlo,
3aTeM KOTsTa HAYMHAIOT JOOBIBaTh ce0e KOPM CaMOCTOSITEIILHO OXOTSICh Ha MEJIKUX KUBOTHBIX.

Tperuii 3Tan — OCHOBaH Ha aHAJIM3E CIIOCOOHOCTEN KaXKIOTO JIeonap/a U MPOBEJICHUE My CH-
CTEMBI HHIIMBUIYATBHBIX OXOT IO HapacTaromiel cIoKHOCTH. Kak MmpaBmiio, B CeMEeHHBIX TpyIax
caMIIbl HAYMHAIOT PaHbIE W YCIHEIIHee OXOTHTHCS, & CAMKU 3aHMMAIOT BBDKUIATEIBHYIO POJIb U
MOXOIAT K TyILE JOOBITOTO )KUBOTHOTO TIOCJIE TOTO KaK MX OpaTbsi HACBITATCS M OTXOIAT. 3HAHHE
0COOCHHOCTEH MOBE/ICHHS KaKI0H 0COOM M MHPPACTPYKTYpa CEKTOpa MO3BOJISIOT 0€300JI€3HEHHO
OTZIEJISITH MOJIOZIBIX XUIIHUKOB JPYT OT Apyra ¥ IPOBOJUTH OXOTY KaXKAOMY JEOHapy HOOUEPEIHO.

Taxum 00pa3oM, K MOMEHTY BBIIIyCKa B IPUPOAY KaXIOMYy Jieornapay nposogurcs ot 20 1o
24 0XOT Ha KOIBITHBIX M CTOJIBKO YK€ Ha MEJIKUX JKUBOTHBIX C HCIOJIb30BAaHUEM DIIEMEHTOB 000Ta-
LIeHne cpebl (BOIOEMBI, HCKYCCTBEHHBIE HOPHI M cKana). DakTHYecKH, «BBITYCKHUKNY LleHTpa
OKa3bIBaIOTCsl OoJIiee TTOATOTOBICHHBIM, YeM MX JHKHE coOpaThsi B 9TOM Bo3pacTe. B mepuox ¢
2016 mo 2020 roas! ObUIO BEIMYIIEHHBIX B pupoAy 10 reonapios, n3 KOTOPBIX TOJIBKO IBE CAMKHU
NOruOIM OT UCTOLIECHUS, HO UX THOEIb HEe OblLIa CBSI3aHA C YMEHUEM OXOTUTHCS.

66 Mocksa, okTa6pb 2021 1.



Proceedings of the Il international workshop on rehabilitation and reintroduction of large carnivores

MAIN PRINCIPLES AND STAGES OF PREPARING LEOPARDS (PANTHERA
PARDUS TULLIANA VALENCIENNES, 1856) TO LIVING INDEPENDENTLY
IN THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Umar A. Semenov

Sochi National Park, Sochi, Russia

The methodology preparing leopards to independent life in the wild in the Leopard Breeding
Center in the Caucasus (Sochi National Park) includes a number of techniques and methods for
working with young predators keeping with the stages of growing-up process. Artificial stimulation
of natural instincts is the main strategy for working with kittens. This is possible only if human
presence in the zone of visual contacts between animals and staff is minimal. To minimize such
contacts, as it is impossible to completely eliminate them (feeding, vaccination, treatment), the work
focuses on two aspects: first, forced contacts between kittens and humans should remain in a kitten’s
memory as something that caused stress and pain (capturing and injection); second, the enclosure
infrastructure should provide for different stages of isolation during various procedures (cleaning,
repair and maintenance, organizing and conducting individual training in hunting). Based on this
principle, the program on preparing leopards for release in the Center has several stages.

The first stage includes birth of kittens and their early ontogenesis until they are four months
old, when they get vaccinated and have the first contact with humans. At this stage, creating good
conditions for a female is a priority. When kittens are two months old, their mother’s diet includes
live prey, including use of artificial dens, which makes hunting more difficult and activates a fe-
male’s hunting instincts; the number of animals to be hunted is always smaller than the number of
leopards (i.e. there is one leopard more).

The second stage starts when kittens are full four months old, when they are transferred to the
sector of preparation for release with their mother. The sector includes 12 enclosures, six of which
have the area of one hectare, and there are also six enclosures with the area of 100 m? each. This
sector is well equipped with video surveillance systems (196 video cameras) and process control
elements (22 spillway gates), which allows remote organization of training in hunting. Until kit-
tens are 16 months old, they are with their mother, and between 13 and 16 months, the time the
mother spends with its offspring is gradually reduced, leaving kittens alone for longer and longer
periods. At the same time, kittens can still touch their mother through the net, which is very im-
portant for stable psychological state of young animals. During this period, the family undergoes
a gradual transition to getting food only by hunting, first with the mother, and then the kittens start
hunting small animals themselves.

The third stage is based on analyzing each leopard’s capabilities and training it in hunting in-
dividually with increasing difficulty. In family groups males usually start hunting earlier ad more
successfully, while females wait until their brothers are full up and leave the prey to approach it.
Knowledge of each animal’s behavior and sector’s infrastructure allow separating young preda-
tors without any problems and training leopards in hunting one by one.

Therefore, by the time when leopards are released into the wild, each leopard will have had
20 to 24 training sessions in hunting the ungulates, and the same number of training sessions in
hunting small animals, using environmental enrichment elements (water bodies, artificial dens
and rocks). The “alumni” of the Center are actually better prepared for living in the wild than wild
young animals of the same age. From 2016 through 2020, ten leopards were released into the wild,
and only two females died of malnutrition, but that was not related to their ability to hunt.
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